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Walking With Purpose is a month-long challenge to walk, as a community, a total of 12,000
miles to raise awareness and funds for the mission of CIS: to empower students to
success. Within the 23 schools in which CIS works, approximately 12,000 students can
benefit from our supports. Each mile has meaning: we walk in honor of students who are
working toward a brighter future.
 
During the month of October, hundreds of walkers will work together to walk 12,000 miles.
Participants may choose to participate on a team or individually over the course of the
month. Throughout the month, we will provide updates and work together to ensure the
goal is met. We all share the same final goal: to empower students to success. 
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One month. 12,000 miles. And a
lifetime of success for students.

Watch our video!

Walking With Purpose Student
Ambassador, Ariel

https://ciskalamazoo.org/events/walking-with-purpose/#video
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Become part of a student's journey by
sponsoring Walking With Purpose!

Support from Walking With Purpose enables us to walk side by side with students,
every step of the way. From kindergarten through high school graduation, during
daytime, afterschool, and summer, CIS is there to help students move forward. By
participating, you become part of a student's journey!

Walking With Purpose raised more than $40,000 in 2024. More than 200
individuals worked together to walk over 12,000 miles, which is symbolic of the
number of students CIS supports. 

Walking With Purpose 2026 promises more of the same. With more teams and
more walkers, even more support will be available for students in our community.

Walking With Purpose sponsorship is unique in that it offers
sponsors on-going, consistent recognition to the same
group of committed individuals for an entire month (plus
some extra before and after!). Several hundred participants
will see your logo, associated with an activity they love,
over and over again. A broader audience will also see your
logo through donor thank you messages and general
awareness efforts of Walking With Purpose.
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Presenting and general sponsorhips
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Kickoff Walk lap sponsor

Logo inclusion on event webpage
Social media recognition throughout monthly event
Inclusion on CIS #AskAboutMy12000Kids blog
Inclusion on weekly participant email
Opportunity to provide literature or giveaway to team captains

MONTH-LONG BENEFITS

KICKOFF WALK BENEFITS
Logo inclusion on lap punch cards 
Social media recognition leading up and after the event
highlighting lap sponsorship
Signage at punch card station with logo inclusion

October 1 , Woodward Schoolst

To encourage participants to come to the Kick-off Walk to start the month-long challenge strong, a sponsor donates $1 for every lap walked by participants
between 5pm and 6pm. Elementary students from Woodward help keep track of laps walked by adding a punch to each walker’s punch card for each lap they

walk. At the end, we count up all the laps for a grand total. This is a great start toward our 12,000-mile goal for the month.

$3,000 SPONSORSHIP



Communities In Schools of Kalamazoo (CIS) is an affiliate of a
nationwide network of passionate professionals who are working in
schools, assessing needs, and coordinating supports for students. We
currently serve nearly 12,000 elementary, middle, and high school
students in 23 schools across Kalamazoo. 

We collaborate with school-based teams to understand the school and
students’ needs to deliver resources directly to students. Resources like:
tutoring, dental and vision care, mental health services, food support,
after-school programming, career exploration, and much more.

CIS addresses the most vulnerable students in a unique way. We ask
the question, “What is preventing this student from coming to school
ready to learn?” The ways we respond are as unique as each child. Our
work unlocks student potential, and breaks down barriers preventing
them from achieving success. 

Why CIS?
CIS is recognized as a
national leader in student
drop-out prevention,
ensuring that future
generations are
empowered to succeed.



The Integrated Student Supports (ISS) model is our evidence-based model that places one or multiple professionals
(called site coordinators) into 23 Kalamazoo schools. 

Our model is designed to bring resources from our community into the school, where students may benefit from them.
Our coordinators, with the help of school staff, identify students who need supports the most. 

We believe every student needs and deserves a one-on-one relationship with a caring adult, a safe place to learn and
grow, a healthy start and a healthy future, a marketable skill to use upon graduation, and a chance to give back to
peers and their community. 

Our proven, third-party validated model

Academic Assistance

Basic Needs

Behavioral Intervention

College & Career Prep

Community & Service Learning

Enrichment

Family Engagement

Life Skills

Mental Health

Physical Education

SUPPORTS:



3,999

professional counseling
sessions were completed for
250 students.

11,002
hours of support were
provided by 452 volunteers.

21,344
weekend food packs
were distributed to
students experiencing
food insecurity.

21,970
items of clothing, personal
hygiene products, and school
supplies were distributed to
address students’ basic needs.

Our impact: 2024-2025 school year
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We walk for students. Join us! 



Please indicate your sponsorship level:

Walking With Purpose Presenting Sponsor ($3,500)
     Logo specifications: color and b/w requested

Walking With Purpose Kick-off Walk Sponsor ($3,000)
     Logo specifications: color and b/w requested

Walking With Purpose Sponsor ($1,000)
     Logo specifications: color and b/w requested

Optional but recommended, check if you wish to have a company
walking team

Please complete and return to
Fel ic ia  Lemons at :

f lemons@ciskalamazoo.org

Sponsor
Agreement

Company Name:
Contact Name:
Address:
Phone:
Email:

Payment Information

Check payable to:
Communities In Schools of Kalamazoo 
180 E. Water Street, Suite 2000, Kalamazoo,
MI 49007

Please invoice us

 

Deadline: September 1, 2026
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