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Graduation 
Issue

• CIS ThinkSummer! program begins June 20th. Follow us on Facebook       
(CISKalamazoo) to see photos and updates throughout the summer! 

• Beyond the Backpack is returning to Bronson Park on August 13th from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.    
• Walking With Purpose 2022 will kick off October 1st. Join as a team captain today by 

scanning the QR code to the right. 

Keeping students in school and on track for graduation 
is not just the job of schools. That responsibility must 
also be shouldered by the community. 

For students struggling and at risk of dropping 
out of school, studies find that interventions must 
be intensive, comprehensive, coordinated, and 
sustained. As researchers Katherine Larson and 
Russell Rumberger note, “Anything less is naïve and 
will sow only marginal results.” 

The Kalamazoo community has planted the CIS 
model of integrated student supports within 20 
Kalamazoo Public Schools to support students with 
interventions and whatever it takes so they can start 
strong and keep moving forward. In this graduation 
issue, you’ll meet a number of students who have 
capitalized on your investment and taken advantage 
of the resources, partnerships, and volunteer 
supports offered through CIS. Thanks to your 
support and their hard work, this year’s graduates 
are moving in the right direction as they each follow 
their own unique path.

News and CIS of Kalamazoo Updates

83%
of high school seniors working with CIS 
graduated.

83% 
of students working with CIS advanced to 
the next grade level. 

A message from James Devers, Communities In 
Schools of Kalamazoo Executive Director

As it should be, June is our time to celebrate 
graduates. However, CIS of Kalamazoo’s focus and 
work to support students’ journey to graduation is 
year-long and ongoing. This (and every) summer, 
we support 8th graders transitioning to high school 
by providing information, experiences, and adult 
connections that will help them start 9th grade 
prepared for success. 
(continued on page 5)
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2022 Graduate Spotlight
Let’s celebrate the CIS-supported graduates! We asked students a few questions and here are some 
of their responses:  

Q: Describe yourself in one word.
A: Shy.

Q: When I think of CIS, I think ...
A: of a very supportive organization for students.

Q: Where do you see yourself in five years?
A: I see myself working as a forensic expert in a government agency.

Q: If you could go back and talk to yourself when you were a young student in 
KPS, what advice would you give yourself?
A: To learn English, because now I’m struggling as a young adult.

Q: Describe yourself in one word.
A: Kind.

Q: When I think of CIS, I think ...
A: of helpful services provided, not necessarily by, but, through the school.

Q: Where do you see yourself in five years?
A: Finishing college and working at Consumers Credit Union.

Q: If you could go back and talk to yourself when you were a young student in 
KPS, what advice would you give yourself?
A: Drama does not matter and school does.

Q: Describe yourself in one word.
A: Mysterious.

Q: When I think of CIS, I think ...
A: how it’s very helpful to anyone.

Q: Where do you see yourself in five years?
A: Graduating college.

Q: If you could go back and talk to yourself when you were a young student in 
KPS, what advice would you give yourself?
A: Take school serious early.
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Q: Describe yourself in one word.
A: Passionate.

Q: When I think of CIS, I think ...
A: of an outside family.

Q: Where do you see yourself in five years?
A: I will be starting my master’s degree in psychology.

Q: If you could go back and talk to yourself when you were a young student in 
KPS, what advice would you give yourself?
A: Never let what people say about you determine where you will be, because 
you make your own path.

Q: Describe yourself in one word.
A: Ambitious. 

Q: When I think of CIS, I think ...
A: of passionate people trying to help young students succeed!

Q: Where do you see yourself in five years?
A: In five years, I see myself graduating the nursing program!

Q: If you could go back and talk to yourself when you were a young student in 
KPS, what advice would you give yourself?
A: Don’t be afraid to speak up.

Q: Describe yourself in one word.
A: Ambitious.

Q: When I think of CIS, I think ...
A: Safe.

Q: Where do you see yourself in five years?
A: Being a homeowner with a career.

Q: If you could go back and talk to yourself when you were a young student in 
KPS, what advice would you give yourself?
A: Do your work.
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Q: Describe yourself in one word.
A: Brave.

Q: When I think of CIS, I think ...
A: of a group of people that help out kids in need.

Q: Where do you see yourself in five years?
A: A first grade teacher.

Q: If you could go back and talk to yourself when you were a young student in 
KPS, what advice would you give yourself?
A: I would definitely tell myself to not worry about anything and to just be 
happy. 

Q: Describe yourself in one word.
A: Magnificent.

Q: When I think of CIS, I think ...
A: of genders.

Q: Where do you see yourself in five years?
A: University of Michigan. 

Q: If you could go back and talk to yourself when you were a young student in 
KPS, what advice would you give yourself?
A: To enjoy school and be more responsible.

24 CIS-supported students graduated in 2022. Students featured in 
this year’s newsletter have volunteered to participate. 

Q: Describe yourself in one word.
A: Unique.

Q: When I think of CIS, I think ...
A: family.

Q: Where do you see yourself in five years?
A: Owning my own business.

Q: If you could go back and talk to yourself when you were a young student in 
KPS, what advice would you give yourself?
A: Stay on your work and never slack.
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Continued (from page 1)

Throughout the school year, we constantly engage 
and wrap services around underclassmen to give 
them the tools they need to earn credits, stay on 
track for graduation and explore post-secondary 
options. For seniors, we intensify our supports to 
help them make their final push to graduation.

A message from Dr. Rita Raichoudhuri, Kalamazoo 
Public Schools Superintendent

Graduation season is always exciting—as it should be—  
for a graduation, far from being an end, is the beginning of 
all our students’ tomorrows. Over the past several years, 
they have worked and studied, practiced and played, and 
now they are ready for life after graduation. 

Whatever course their future takes, it is my sincere hope 
that they look back on their years at Kalamazoo Public 
Schools as having prepared them for both the challenges 
and successes that life will present.

Every day is a new day, a new opportunity, to go out 
and find a way to re-shape the world to become a better 
place, a kinder place, a more beautiful place, a more just 
place, a place that provides freedom, hope, opportunity; 
a place that uplifts and encourages, a place that teaches 
all of us how to be the best that we can be. I know that 
our graduates are prepared to re-shape our world. And I 
would like to thank CIS for being an amazing partner to 
KPS as we prepared the class of 2022 for a successful 
graduation and life beyond.

I wish our graduates every happiness, success, and joy. 

Q: Describe yourself in one word.
A: Silky.

Q: When I think of CIS, I think ...
A: support and commitment to the community.

Q: Where do you see yourself in five years?
A:  I see myself taking a test to get into medical school. 

Q: If you could go back and talk to yourself when you were a young student in 
KPS, what advice would you give yourself?
A: I would tell myself not to rush, and the day will come. Make these moments 
last.

Q: Describe yourself in one word.
A: Godly.

Q: When I think of CIS, I think ...
A: help is on the way.

Q: Where do you see yourself in five years?
A: Billionaire in Hollywood.

Q: If you could go back and talk to yourself when you were a young student in KPS, what advice would you 
give yourself?
A: Stay away from caffeine.
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Q: Describe yourself in one word.
A: Relaxed.

Q: When I think of CIS, I think ...
A: of the help given to me, to give me faith in myself so I could get through the year here at Norrix.

Q: Where do you see yourself in five years?
A: I don’t know yet, if I’m being honest. But I’m making it a goal to own multiple properties.

Q: If you could go back and talk to yourself when you were a young student in KPS, what advice would you 
give yourself?
A: Just let yourself know that every mistake you’ve made so far has been a lesson.

Q: Describe yourself in one word.
A: Interesting.

Q: When I think of CIS, I think ...
A: people who want to help you succeed and graduate on time.

Q: Where do you see yourself in five years?
A: I don’t know.

Q: If you could go back and talk to yourself when you were a young student in KPS, what advice would you 
give yourself?
A: Actually go to virtual learning so that you do not need to catch up a bunch in your senior year.

Q: Describe yourself in one word.
A: Nice.

Q: When I think of CIS, I think ...
A: people who are nice and trying to help people succeed.

Q: Where do you see yourself in five years?
A: Doing art professionally. 

Q: If you could go back and talk to yourself when you were a young student in KPS, what advice would you 
give yourself?
A: Don’t let people be mean to you.

Q: When I think of CIS, I think ...
A: someone who helped me graduate. 

Q: Where do you see yourself in five years?
A: Not at home.

Q: If you could go back and talk to yourself when you were a young student in KPS, what advice would you 
give yourself?
A: Don’t skip school.
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A Time to  
Celebrate

Graduation season is a time of reflection and celebration 
of the accomplishments of the graduating students. This 
spring, we celebrated the success of students during a 
senior celebration with food, dessert, and entertainment.

Q: Describe yourself in one word.
A: Cool.

Q: When I think of CIS, I think ...
A: of finishing my work.

Q: Where do you see yourself in five years?
A: Possibly finishing college. 

Q: If you could go back and talk to yourself when you were a young student in KPS, what advice would you 
give yourself?
A: Do your work and stop being lazy.

Above: CIS Success Coach Nazlhy Heredia-Waltemyer 
with Elizabeth during the senior celebration.
Right: CIS Reengagement Coordinator Rachel Spalvieri-
Kruse presenting an award at the senior celebration.

Graduates were gifted a yard banner to recognize their accomplishments and 
celebrate with the community.  
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If you believe in our efforts to ensure that ALL kids stay in school and achieve in life, please visit www.
ciskalamazoo.org or call 269.337.1601 for more details on getting involved with CIS.  

The work of Communities In Schools of Kalamazoo is supported by the Kalamazoo Public Schools, the 
City of Kalamazoo, the Michigan Department of Education (21st Century Community Learning Centers), 
local foundations, businesses, and donors like you.

Photos in this newsletter were taken by contributing CIS staff, unless otherwise noted.

180 East Water Street, 
Suite 2000
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

Change a child’s life,
and yours as well!

Invest in the future of our community. 
$1,500 supports a student for a year.

V O L U N T E E R D O N A T E

Join our recurring giving program

Thank you
Graduation is a single celebration that represents a culmination of thousands of decisions and actions that 

our students have taken over the years to successfully reach this milestone. Similarly, CIS’s ability to support 

students in making those decisions and taking the appropriate actions is only made possible by our entire 

community of support. Supporters in the form of individual donors, corporate partners, foundations and 

volunteers. All of whom decided to act on their decisions to be there for kids. Some for the first time this year, 

and others countless times over the 13-year journey for the class of 2022. Thank you for being a part of our 

community of support and for making our work and the success of our students possible! We couldn’t have 

done it without you!


