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Thanks to your generosity, 
100% of the seniors supported 

by CIS graduated with their 
class in 2020. Thank you!

 
Are you interested in getting more involved? 

We’re launching several new initiatives 
and would love for you to join us! 

Some of the options include:

FRIENDS OF CIS ACTIVITIES TO GENERATE 
AWARENESS AND/OR FUNDS

EMERGING LEADERS AFFINITY GROUP

MONTHLY GIVING PROGRAM
 

Please contact Kim Nemire at  
knemire@ciskalamazoo.org  

if you would like more information!

YOUR GIFTS 
SUPPORT KPS 

STUDENTS  
EVERY STEP OF 

THE WAY TOWARD 
GRADUATION.

YOUR GIFTS 
SUPPORT KPS 

STUDENTS  
EVERY STEP OF 

THE WAY TOWARD 
GRADUATION.



Communities In Schools of Kalamazoo (CIS) 
understands that school is not experienced in 

a vacuum. Though we try as an organization and as a 
community to create a bubble of support and protection 

around our children, there are times when the challenging 
conditions of the outside world impact their lives in a 

significant way. 

Over the past few months, we have experienced such a time. The 
pandemic led to school closures and altered our children’s everyday 

home and social lives. Recurring incidents of racial injustice and social unrest 
continue to inflict trauma. The challenges of poverty have been magnified by 

increased economic uncertainties. 

But despite those challenges, and through it all, CIS has remained a pillar of support for our children and families. Inspired 
by the great potential and resilience of our children, we continue doing what we do best: identifying needs, connecting 
students and families to resources that meet those needs, and serving as consistent caring adults that encourage, listen to, 
and advocate for our children and their families. 

I am proud of the work of our staff, volunteers, interns and supporters who, while managing increased personal 
responsibilities, have pivoted to virtual and remote service delivery. In this new space, we have worked to prioritize safety, 
collaboration and creativity to continue to meet students where they are – which is now at home and in the community—to 
provide the right resource at the right time.  

I am also proud of our partner organizations who have rallied together to make sure that services we once provided in school 
are still accessible to our students and made available in a coordinated and collaborative manner. Our community has also 
risen to the occasion by creating new ways to support children and families through increased food distributions, securing 
internet access, and providing housing supports—just to name a few. 

Communities In Schools will work diligently to build upon what we have done and learned over the past few months to 
continue to eliminate barriers for kids and to prepare them to succeed in school and in life. None of this work has been easy, 
but it is absolutely worth it!

Be well,
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affiliated with various buildings that 
are sustained and supported by the 
21st Century Learning Centers grants. 
Parents/Guardians, school staff, and 
students interested in our ASP’s may 
contact the CIS After School Coordinator 
at their home school for additional 
information. 

Since this school year is different, 
we have come up with creative ways 
to continue to support our students 
and families even though we are not 
physically in the buildings.

 DAYTIME 
Some examples of what our CIS Site 
Coordinators and Success Coaches 
may be facilitating: Offering various 
clubs such as Wake up Club, Mediation 
Club, Mindfulness Club, Too Cool For 
Violence Club, and Theater Club. Our 
Site Coordinators and Success Coaches 
use Google Classroom/Google Meets 
to interact and check-in with students 
during various breaks throughout 
their day along with providing basic 
need items (like food, clothing, and 
school supplies) to students. They will 
also continue to, as they do each year, 

coordinate and connect students with 
mental health supports. This year, the 
counselors and licensed social workers 
we collaborate with will be using Tele-
health to support students virtually.  

 AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS 
(ASPs): 
Our 15 After School Programs started 
on September 14, 2020. While 
programming started off virtually, 
when it is deemed safe to go back into 
the school buildings, programs will 
shift to an in-person format. Students 
enrolled in our ASPs participate in 10 
hours of weekly programming which 
consists of: Homework Help, Social 
Emotional Learning (SEL), Academics, 
and Enrichment from our providers. In 
addition, monthly virtual field trips and 
virtual family fun nights will be offered to 
students and their families.

Even though this school year is different, 
CIS staff are happy and willing to support 
the needs of our students.

Even though for at least the first 12 
weeks of this school year students 

are learning virtually, rest assured 
Communities In Schools of Kalamazoo 
(CIS) is still available to support students 
and their families in the Kalamazoo 
Public Schools (KPS). 

As part of our core work of providing 
integrated student supports, CIS 
continues to offer daytime programming. 
We have CIS Site Coordinators and 
Success Coaches affiliated with 20 KPS 
buildings working with CIS students and 
also providing support and resources 
to all students enrolled at a particular 
building. The criteria to be enrolled for 
daytime support is parents/guardians, 
school staff, or the student themselves 
recognize that the student could benefit 
from support in the following areas:  
Attendance, Behavior, Core Academics 
(what we call the ABC’s!), and Social 
Emotional Learning (SEL).  

In addition to our core work of integrated 
student supports, CIS of Kalamazoo 
supports and extends students’ learning 
through after-school programming. We 
offer 15 After School Programs (ASP’s) 

WELCOME TO THE 2020-21 
SCHOOL YEAR!
WELCOME TO THE 2020-21 
SCHOOL YEAR!
Dr. Tamiko Garrett, Senior Director of Site Services



5   COMMUNITIES IN SCHOOLS

Over the course 
of the last many 

months, this country 
and others throughout 

the world have faced 
great health and social 

challenges. Individually, 
we are doing our best to stay 

focused on what we can control and 
not be consumed by concerns, both known and unknown. 
Collectively, we are figuring out ways to ensure that the most 
vulnerable are supported and protected from the negative 
impacts associated with these challenges. With COVID-19 
causing an abrupt end to in-person learning and in-school 
supports this past March and this school year beginning in a 
virtual space for all KPS students, Communities In Schools 
of Kalamazoo (CIS) has done our best to prioritize the 
immediate needs of families and will continue to do so.  

Our staff, alongside the district and community members, 
have set aside any debilitating fears, and with clear safety 
measures in place, are assisting students and families in 
key areas of need. While CIS has not formally requested 
the support of our volunteers during this pandemic, for 
their own safety; a core group of volunteers and community 
members did reach out to us to offer help. Alongside staff, 
these volunteers assist with food as well as curriculum pack 
distribution. CIS has also made it possible for our staff 
and district staff to access CIS Kids’ Closet as needs arise. 
From March through August, our primary requests were for 
personal hygiene and care items.  

We have also spent a great deal of time connecting with 
partners to understand how the virus and government 
mandates have or will impact service delivery for our 
students and their families. While much is still unclear, one 

thing has been clear: whatever adjustments can be made 
to ensure that student and their families continue to have 
access to needed resources, our CIS partners are doing 
what they can to make that happen. CIS has been working 
alongside the district, our partners, and core volunteer 
groups to devise a plan that allows us to continue to serve 
students in the best and safest ways possible.

Priorities for this first trimester of virtual school are 
focused on basic needs, mental health counseling, and 
academic supports. We aim to ensure that students still 
have information about and access to additional academic 
support, food, medical and dental services, vision care, 
mental health counseling, school supplies, clothing, and 
personal care items. 

We have been working with the district and our partner 
organizations to set up food distribution plans utilizing 
our pantry model to pre-box food for drive-up access and 
delivery, identify key locations within neighborhoods to 
station the mobile medical and dental units, and coordinate 
virtual services, such as academic tutoring and mental health 
counseling. 

CIS will continue strengthening our partnerships and 
volunteer base to carry out these needs-driven priorities. 
Students and their families should not lose CIS support 
simply because we are not physically in schools at this time. 
Our community is strong, and we rise up together when 
faced with challenges. We are thankful for all our school and 
community partnerships, our amazing social work interns, 
and our dedicated group of volunteers.

CIS PARTNER AND
VOLUNTEER SERVICES
CIS PARTNER AND
VOLUNTEER SERVICES

Artrella Cohn, Senior Director of Community Engagement & Senior Investment
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SPREADING  GRADUATION CHEER

For those students who graduated at the end of the 
2019/2020 school year, social distancing prevented us from 
shaking their hands to congratulate them for all the hard 
work they put forth to earn their high school diplomas. While 
the global pandemic changed the way graduation events 
looked in Kalamazoo and beyond, it in no way dampened our 
desire and ability to celebrate our graduates. We just had to 
get creative. 

We figured out different ways for our students, their families, 
and the Kalamazoo community to recognize and rejoice 
in students’ academic accomplishments. In a “Celebrate 
the Class of 2020” series, we featured graduates sharing 
their post-graduation goals of becoming future nurses, 
psychologists, small business owners, engineers, and more. 
(If you missed it, you can find the whole series which ran 
May through June on the CIS Facebook page.)

CIS also had individual yard signs printed with a big, 
beautiful photo of the graduate and delivered them to their 
homes. That was an exciting way to honor students!

The Kalamazoo Public Schools figured out a way to safely 
hold in-person graduation ceremonies outdoors in August. 
Graduating seniors and no more than five of their guests 
arrived to their ceremonies at staggered, designated times. 
All were required to wear face coverings and socially 
distance. 

CIS also made a short tribute video to the graduating class. 
In congratulating graduates, CIS Board Chair Namita 
Sharma offered sound advice, “You have accomplished 
something that has taken a lot of hard work, dedication,  
and focus. Apply all of those skills to the rest of your life.” 

SPREADING  GRADUATION CHEER

“You have made CIS proud, said CIS Executive Director 
James Devers. “You have made your families proud. You 
have made the entire community of Kalamazoo proud. I 
know that the journey hasn’t always been easy, but please 
know that the lessons you have learned over the past 
thirteen years will help you in the days ahead.” 

Our graduates—and us!—are all venturing forth into 
uncharted territory. It’s good to remember that we have 
persevered and succeeded in our past and we can do it 
again. It is also fitting to remember that we have each other. 
As James Devers reminded our students, “If you ever need 
us, CIS will be here.” 

We are here thanks to CIS supporters like you. We know you 
join with us in saying, “Congratulations Class of 2020! We 
are proud of each one of you. We wish you health, safety, 
and strength as you pursue your goals even in the face of 
challenges. You’ve got this!”
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“I know that the journey hasn’t 
always been easy, but please know 
that the lessons you have learned 

over the past thirteen years will help 
you in the days ahead.”

JAMES DEVERS,

CIS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



Four words  come immediately to mind when 2019 graduate Kevin Keyvon Moore reflects on his four 
years of CIS experience while attending Kalamazoo Central High School: hopeful, motivational, determined, 
and respectful. What’s most interesting is that when you meet Kevin, these same four words could describe this 
young man! Armed with these ingredients, along with a passion for the culinary arts, Kevin is determined to 
succeed in life. 

We met up face-to-face with Kevin shortly before the pandemic. Besides cooking, one of Kevin’s strengths is his 
willingness to be open to opportunities that present themselves along his path in life. So, it’s not surprising that 

GRADUATE 
KEVIN KEYVON 

MOORE:  
ALL THE RIGHT 

INGREDIENTS 
FOR SUCCESS 

IN LIFE



“opportunistic” is one of his favorite words. 
But it wasn’t that long ago, as a high school freshman, 
Kevin was in search of hope. He found it when 
he connected with then CIS Success Coach Jenna 
Cooperrider. CIS Success Coaches allow Communities 
In Schools to have a larger footprint in larger schools. 
The coaches are an extension—a more expansive 
one—of the case management model. It allows CIS to 
delve more deeply into a school to meet student needs. 
For students who need a moderate degree of support, 
having that one-on-one coaching support can be the 
tipping point that gets them over the hump and on the 
road to graduation.

It was that CIS connection, Kevin says, that motivated 
him to get and stay on track for graduation “during a 
time in high school that all the drama was really getting 
to me…I even contemplated suicide. Ms. Cooperrider 
was there for me and gave me the best advice…CIS 
was a safe space and I felt comfortable talking about 
anything with Ms. Cooperrider.” She helped Kevin 
disconnect from the drama by connecting him to a 
number of opportunities and supports that he, in 
turn, took full advantage of, such as college tours, field 
trips, support through CIS partner Family & Children 
Services, a Healthy Relationships group (facilitated 
with both the CIS Success Coach and intern through the 
Western Michigan University School of Social Work), 
Comerica’s (financial literacy program) Making Sense, 
participating in Pfizer’s Skilled Trades Exploration, and 
CIS Think Summer High School Forward Thinkers. 

Kevin particularly enjoyed his involvement in the 
Pfizer [Skilled Trades Exploration] that was offered in 
the school and co-hosted with CIS. That opportunity, 
coupled with his participation in the culinary arts 
through Kalamazoo RESA’s Education for Employment 
program his senior year, inspired him to continue on 
the path of culinary arts. 

Cooperrider, now in a new role with CIS as Associate 
Director of Site Services, says, “Not only would Kevin 
participate, but he would actively engage and really get 

the most out of whatever he was doing. He was a unique 
student really trying to find his path in the world. Lucky 
for us that he was doing a lot of this self-exploring 
through programs offered by CIS.”

“If it weren’t for CIS,” says Kevin, “I would not know 
how to further my future until now. Ms. Cooperrider 
pushed me to think about that next step.”

What is your next step?  

I’ve signed up for Michigan Career & Technical Institute 
in Plainwell—specifically for their culinary 
studies. It is a two-term program and each term is ten 
weeks. They also offer an electronic program that I want 
to check out…I’m looking forward to graduating from 

the program with new knowledge in culinary arts and 
looking forward to taking their recommendations on 
next steps.

What is a question you’ve recently asked? 

Where do you see yourself in ten years?

Where do you see yourself in ten years?

Hopefully, in Kalamazoo. I’m going to be cooking 
for my friends. I originally wanted to own my own 
restaurant but now I want to be a personal chef. I’ve 
had discussions with both chefs and people within 
the restaurant industry and learned there are many 
opportunities in this field outside of owning a

op•por•tu•nis•tic \ adjective 
:taking advantage of opportunities as they arise

8



Continued
restaurant, which is very stressful. Many suggested to go 
this route of being a personal chef. 

What is one of your fondest childhood memories 
related to food? 

The first time I remember ever cooking something, I 
was around seven years old. I took some raw chicken 
and added some random seasonings that didn’t go 
together…and then I proceeded to add sugar. I forgot to 
cook it and left it out all night. 

This is when I decided to start following my “blood 
mom’s” footsteps—she went to culinary school. 

When did you first realize you wanted to pursue the 
culinary arts as a career? 

When I first made that disaster chicken. 

What is one of your favorite foods today? 

[While munching on his sub sandwich at Subway.] A 
rotisserie chicken sandwich! 

What advice would do you give to this next 
graduating class? 

Be careful as to what you choose for your next career 
path. Life gets harder and harder once you leave high 
school. Things are not handed to you and they need 
to be earned. I have been away for half a year now. 
Honestly, life is kicking my butt. 

However, I am starting to take it seriously and excited 
to get in the kitchen. 

Before we go, can you share one of your favorite 
recipes? Preferably one that isn’t difficult, time-
consuming, or expensive? 

It’s my own burrito recipe. Just take some mesquite 
chicken, jalapeños, banana peppers, tomatoes, lettuce, 
cheese—provolone or swiss works well—, hot sauce, 
and salt and pepper. Put the ingredients in a large flour 

shell, roll up, heat, and eat.

Graduate Kevin Keyvon Moore: All The Right Ingredients For Success In Life
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Jewelry made by a student participating in CIS Think Summer!
Supply boxes that went out at the kick-off of this 
year’s virtual CIS Think Summer!

CIS Think Summer! – Gratitude for  
our Comunity of Support!

boxes were mailed to students and included support materials 
for the presentations, snacks, and school supplies. Students 
eagerly looked forward to participating this year, which 
included multiple staff led sessions on social emotional 
learning, mindfulness, academics, enrichment, and reflection. 
Students also had the opportunity to participate and engage 
with individuals and organizations through one-time special 
presentations throughout the summer.

“Everything was great.  My daughter enjoyed 
her time and has learned a lot about how 
to work a computer. She is in the 3rd grade 
and was very engaged. She loved her care 
package and went to her box every day to 
follow along with each activity. I think she 
wanted more snacks, LOL!” – Parent of CIS 
Think Summer! student

We were thrilled to once again facilitate CIS Think Summer! 
Until this year, the student experience has always been 

in-person and included interactive field trips. 

The CIS Think Summer! program for Kalamazoo Public School 
elementary and secondary students is designed to reduce 
summer learning loss and increase academic and enrichment 
opportunities. Due to the pandemic, CIS transitioned this 
year’s program from in-person to a virtual experience with 
presentations that aligned with career themes. 

“I enjoyed the new experiences every day. 
There was nothing I did not like.” – CIS Think 
Summer! student

Over 100 students enrolled and participated in 2020 CIS 
Think Summer! At the beginning of the program, supply 

Thank you to those individuals and organizations who were willing to present without hesitation on such short 
notice. We appreciate your generosity and willingness to engage with our students about your field of expertise.  

Jessica Waller, Vice President of the Salty 
Snacks Division at Kellogg’s Company

Chef Cory Barrett and Chef Stephanie 
Hughes, Kalamazoo Valley Community 
College Culinary Arts & Sustainable  
Food Systems 

Carmen James, Personal Trainer and owner 
of Fit Bella Vei

Beadventure, an entrepreneur program

Smile Savers, a non-profit mobile dental 
health service

Dr. Turnera Croom, Mobile Veterinarian  

Mr. Michael Beyene, a 3D Art Instructor at 
Kalamazoo Valley Community College 

Dr. Kalid el-Hakim, owner of the Black 
History 101 Mobile Museum

Majyck D Radio, owner of a virtual  
radio station

Mercantile Bank, providing financial literacy

Unique Catering, business owners in the 
food industry

CIS Think Summer! is supported by federal dollars 
awarded through the Michigan Department of 
Education, the 21st Century Community Learning 
Centers.

CIS Think Summer! – Gratitude for  
our Comunity of Support!
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KALAMAZOO CIS
STUDENTS ARE UP
FOR THE CHALLENGE
Student groups at both Kalamazoo Central High School and Loy Norrix High 

School participated in the 2019/20 CIS Student Innovation Challenge, a 
competition available to all CIS affiliates throughout the nation. The CIS Student 
Innovation Challenge is an opportunity to engage students with topics that 
commonly impact student success and empowers them to create innovative 
solutions to address these barriers. Here’s what each group presented.

Participating students at Loy Norrix High School 
with CIS Site Coordinator Montrell Baker.



Students at Kalamazoo Central High School who 
participated in the CIS Innovation Challenge.

A group of five students at Kalamazoo Central High 
School elected to tackle the topic of “amplifying 
student voices in policymaking.” After multiple 
meetings, the team proposed a new social media 
platform called “Voices of the Future.” They felt that 
a platform designed to inform students of community 
meeting locations and schedules, would give them 
the opportunity to express their opinion on matters 
that affect them. CIS Success Coach Brenden Groggel 
stated, “Students feel frustrated when decisions are 
made on their behalf without consulting the students. I 
think this was a great topic that students selected, and 
it was important for them to realize that their voices 
can be heard, need to be heard, and that they can make  
a difference.”

As part of the project, students interviewed staff and 
fellow students to gain perspective. They created 
a presentation and included samples of what they 

The students at Loy Norrix High School selected 
the topic of “building stronger, productive 
relationships in the school with both peers 
and adults.” As part of the challenge, each student 
interviewed a trusted staff member asking them what 
they thought of the topic and to consider potential 
solutions. 

In addition to creating their presentation on their 
findings, the group decided to create new classroom 
posters. The posters featured each teacher which 
included interesting facts about them. This, the 
students believe, will spark conversations between 

Loy Norrix High School
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Kalamazoo Central High School 

peers and adults. Jayda Fair, a senior at Loy Norrix 
mentioned, “My favorite part of the project was getting 
to know how everyone was feeling about this topic. I 
liked learning the different teachers’ and students’ point 
of view.”

“I supported this project because it was an opportunity 
for our youth to have a new experience, and I believe 
experiences are often the greatest teachers.”  

— Loy Norrix High School Site Coordinator  
     Montrell Baker

imagined their platform would contain. “It was a step 
forward in leadership to do the Innovation Challenge 
and it taught me how to present things and create 
something that can have an impact for my peers and 
community,” stated Marshall Nesbitt. “I also found it 
as a way to inspire other students when they have the 
chance to be in our position.”



A DAY IN THE LIFE OF 
A COMMUNITIES IN 
SCHOOLS OF KALAMAZOO 
SITE COORDINATOR, THEN 
AND NOW

Have you ever wondered what exactly a site coordinator 
does? You might know they are in the school, working 
with students, volunteers, and community partners—
but why not discover a little more? Though every day is 
different, we hope you enjoy a snapshot of one day in the 
life of one of our CIS Site Coordinators, Dana Flynn at 
Northeastern Elementary School.

7:30 A.M.: I am happy I’ve arrived early, so I can plan my day, connect 

with teachers, and work on data entry before students arrive. I enter the 

CIS office, check email, the CIS Kids’ Closet log, and review notes left in 

my absence. I head to the main school office to check my mailbox and 

let the secretary know several new volunteers will be coming in today. 

Back at my office, I continue working on data entry until one of our new 

volunteers arrives.

8:00 A.M.: I am excited to welcome a new volunteer to the school. We 

discuss their goals, interests, student needs, and I introduce them to the 

school and the students I’m connecting them to.

8:30 A.M.: I have a productive conversation with three teachers to 

discuss the action plan that will benefit both students and the new 

volunteers. I then make my way to the on-site food pantry to see how 

I can assist. The parent-family liaison and I discuss several students 

in need of clothing and hygiene products. I take notes, so I can later 

check my inventory or submit a request to our off-site Kids’ Closet. We 

finish up in time for me to greet students as they begin to arrive. I love 

greeting our students in the morning and get lots of hugs and high-fives.

9:00 A.M.: Our second volunteer arrives. I so appreciate the wonderful 

people who are willing to help our students. I introduce the volunteer 

to the teacher and students that she will work with. On my way back to 

the CIS office, I see a student in the hallway who appears to be having a 

difficult morning. We talk, and I walk him back to class. 

9:30 A.M.: I have separate meetings with two students to help them 

with homework assistance. While working on assignments with the 

students, we receive a visit from another student who needs a space to 

self-regulate. I have a quiet section in my room which allows students to 

calm themselves before returning to their classroom.

10:00 A.M.: Like most days, today is flying. I can’t believe it is almost 

time for my student lunch group. I am determined to get some much-

needed emails and calls out. I respond to several emails and connect 

with Girls on the Run regarding a new participant. I also reach out to 

our Gryphon Place facilitator about our peer mediation group.  

11:00 A.M.: I host many student recess and lunch groups until 2 p.m. 

During this time, student groups focus on building social-emotional 

learning skills, self-regulation, and it is also a safe space for students 

who may not feel comfortable or be able to attend recess with other 

students. Some days it can be quite hectic, but I feel true joy in seeing 

their growth and simply being around the kids. 

2:00 P.M.: A few students stop by to get some clean pants from Kids’ 

Closet. Before school lets out, I meet up with the behavior support staff 

regarding a student who is on my CIS caseload.

3:00 P.M.: The office quiet now, I catch up on a few emails and return a 

phone call to a parent regarding their child. 

4:00 P.M.: I pack up my computer, lock the door, and leave for the 

day. The students and staff, as well as our overall mission, are my 

inspirations for coming to this job every day. I am passionate about 

serving others and love the opportunity to do so at Northeastern. I love 

our school and the children I see every day!
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In many ways, the work I do hasn’t changed even after the school 

building closed and learning began virtually. Many services and 

supports offer as a site coordinator just look a little different. Instead of 

connecting with students, families, and staff in the school, I am doing 

this through virtual meetings, phone calls, and emails. More planning 

and creative scheduling is involved as everybody is navigating complex 

schedules of their own. I also take advantage of every opportunity to 

connect with families more directly, such as during food, school supply, 

and chromebook distribution and deliveries. 

Like everyone, I miss my students and families immensely, and worry 

for them. We have lots of “air hugs” and virtual “high-fives!” I frequently 

remind myself of what Dr. Garrett said, “Not difficult, but different.”

8:00 A.M.: Start my day at home, checking emails and prioritizing for 

the day. I take special note of an email from our CIS partner Kalamazoo 

Loaves & Fishes regarding their hours. I plan to make deliveries later 

this week for students and their families.

8:30 A.M.: Check my Google classroom and five students have returned 

Social Emotional Learning assignments. I respond to each of them. I 

also take time to set up a virtual class meeting for a later date.

9:00 A.M.: Complete a global compliance training on bloodborne 

pathogens/hazardous materials so I am trained on safety procedures 

when students and staff return to the building.  

10:30 A.M.: I begin reaching out to my students.  I am thrilled that I 

was able to connect with a few families that I hadn’t yet been able to 

reach. Two families need hygiene products, which I will get from CIS 

Kids’ Closet later this week. I helped another family through the steps 

of obtaining a hotspot or low-cost internet. I was also able to set up 

appointment times for two other families to pick up paperwork which 

will allow me to start working with their children. 

11:30 A.M.: Because it is Tuesday, I drive to the food distribution site 

at Northeastern to pick up food packs for students/families who are 

unable to make it to the site. I have 38 food packs to distribute to 7 

families. I do this on Tuesday and Thursday every week. 

1:00 P.M.: I return home to check emails and save notes from 

conversations I had while delivering to families. 

1:30 P.M.: Spoke with several families who will not be able to pick up 

their shoes from the First Day Shoe Fund event this year. I begin to 

develop my working spreadsheet to organize the students’ information 

and their shoe size so I can pick up their shoes next week and distribute 

them to their homes. 

A family reaches out because their Wi-Fi was shut off. I contact the 

Kalamazoo Public Library to see if they have a hotspot available and make 

arrangements to pick it up tomorrow to deliver it to the family since they 

don’t have transportation. During this time, a student emails me wanting 

to set up a Google Meeting. Yay! I am excited to schedule a time. 

I have a few last-minute items that I want to finish up before my 

upcoming meeting with my supervisor. I enter some data into our CIS 

Data Management tracking program, post a few new assignments into 

my Google Classroom, and plan out my meeting with a new intern for 

tomorrow.

3:30 P.M.: Check in meeting with my direct supervisor. 

4:00 P.M.: Check my messages one more time…time to turn off my 

computer! 
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Communities In Schools of Kalamazoo 
125 West Exchange Place 
Kalamazoo, MI 49007 

www.ciskalamazoo.org 
Ph: 269.337.1601 
Fx: 269.385.5806

If you believe in our efforts to ensure that ALL kids stay in school and achieve in life, please visit www.ciskalamazoo.org or call 269.337.1601  
for more details on getting involved with CIS.  

The work of Communities In Schools of Kalamazoo is supported by the Kalamazoo Public Schools, the City of Kalamazoo, the Michigan  
Department of Education (21st Century Community Learning Centers), local foundations, and donors like you.

Photos in this newsletter were taken by contributing CIS staff, unless otherwise noted.

SIGN UP FOR CIS EMAILS AT: CISKALAMAZOO.ORG/CONTACT
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